(Miss) K. JANAKI BAI, m.b., b.s. (From the Department of Biochemistry, Andhra Medical College, Vizagapatam) It has now been generally accepted that the proteins of the plasma play an important part in protein metabolism. Madden and Whipple (1940) have shown that the plasma proteins, the reserve proteins of the body, and the tissue proteins exist in a state of dynamic equilibrium, and that they can be reversibly utilized without loss of nitrogen. They have also demonstrated the influence of food proteins, and especially the quality of the latter, on the formation and level of plasma proteins. 1 The proteins of the plasma belong to two types, albumin and globulin, besides small amounts of proteins concerned in blood clotting and blood grouping. Recent studies by special methods have shown that there are at least two albumins and three globulins, a-, /i-, and Y-globulins, in the blood plasma. These proteins have important functions. The albumin fraction, formed in the liver from the aminoacids of the ingested protein, is concerned with maintenance of the plasma volume and the regulation of fluid exchange between the blood and tissues by contributing largely to the colloid osmotic pressure of the blood, while the globulin fraction formed in the lymphoid tissues, is responsible for the immunological properties of the blood, the antibodies having been identified with modified -globulins (Kass, 1945) . Peters and Eiseman (1933) early part of 1946; and the conclusion seems to be permissible that the difference between the two groups shows that through the intervening years between the analysis of the ulcer group and of the normal group the nutritional status of the population has been slowly and steadily deteriorating, probably as a result of the difficult food problem?in the country.
Discussion
A scrutiny of the figures in tables I and II reveals that there is slight hypoproteinaemia which is general among the population represented by the subjects of .our study. The albumin is the most significant fraction in respect to nutritional protein deficiency, and it has been shown by Youmans et al. (1943) (Trowell, 1944) . Our own observations using the van den Bergh reaction, Isevulose tolerance test and the serum colloidal gold reaction (Gray, 1940) 
